


Sen had lived under the

ground his whole life. His

mom said the world

above was not ready for

him. But today was Sen's

birthday. 'I will find a

friend,' he whispered. He

climbed boldly into the

sun. It was so bright! So

green! So small!



Not far from the cave,

three kids played near

the woods. Kem spotted

something moving

closer. Something big.

'Look!' he whispered.

They all hid behind a

bush and looked out

slowly. The thing got

bigger and bigger.



Sen walked into the town,

grinning widely. He

spotted something lovely

by a wooden house, with

two shiny wheels and a

yellow bell. Sen gave it a

gentle pat, then waved

boldly at the empty

street.

'Hello? I am really friendly!'



Behind the bush, Kem

was shaking. 'It is

touching your bike!' Lan

said. Sen only wanted

to ring the bell. But his

fingers were so big, and

the wheel went flat.

Crunch! 'It broke my

bike!' Kem shouted. 'Run!'



Kem bolted with the bike,

and the others ran after

him. 'Wait! Don't go!' Sen

called loudly.

But a giant's shout shook

the windows and sent

birds flying from the trees.

Sen stood alone and

sadly closed his fist. Not

one child turned around.



Sen looked at his big

hands. The same hands

that bent the bike like a

twig. 'I just wanted to

play,' he said softly.

Then the tears came.

Giant tears, the size of

apples, splashing down

like buckets of rain.



Inside the house, the

kids sat close.

Something fell hard on

the roof. 'Is it raining?'

asked Lan. Kem looked

out. Big drops fell, but

only over the homes.

The rest of the sky

was blue. 'That is not

rain,' Kem said slowly.



Kem slipped outside and

sat by the house. He

turned the broken wheel in

his hands. Past the last

house, he saw a big

shape in the grass. 'He is

not a monster,' Kem said

sadly. 'He is just a big,

lonely boy who wanted to

play. And we ran from

him.'



Kem walked closer

slowly. Sen sat with

his big hands over

his eyes. Every sob

shook the trees.

Leaves went flying

in the air. Kem took

a deep breath. 'I am

going to talk to him.'



'Hey!' Kem called. 'I am

Kem. What is your name?'

Sen lifted his head.

'S-Sen,' he said sadly. 'I

am sorry I broke your

bike. My fingers are too

big. I am too loud.' 'Yeah,

you are pretty big,' Kem

said, grinning up at him.

'But bikes can be fixed.'



'Want to play with me and

my friends?' Kem asked. Sen

opened his mouth. Then shut

it. Then opened it again, like

a giant goldfish. This was

just what he had wished for!

He wanted to jump and

shout, but he did not want

to flatten his new friend. 'I

would love to,' Sen whispered

gently.



They played gladly all day.

When the sun got low, Sen

took his friends to his cave

for a feast. 'Wow!' Kem said

from Sen's shoulder. 'So

much food!' Sen grinned.

'Have as much as you like.

But do not let me pour the

drinks. Last time, I flooded

the cave!' They all smiled. For

the first time, Sen did not

feel too big. He felt just right.
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Wait! Don't Go!
Today is Sen's birthday, and the giant boy has crawled up from his underground
cave with one enormous wish: to find a friend. But when three village children spot
him patting a shiny little bike, everything goes CRUNCH! Can a boy with
banana-sized fingers and a thunder-loud voice ever show the kids he only wants
to play? Will anyone be brave enough to come back? This decodable reader
practices suffixes in words such as 'boldly,' 'gently,' 'friendly,' 'sadly,' and 'slowly.'

anxiously, bigger, boldly, bravely, brightly, broken, closer, faster, flatten,
friendly, gently, gladly, lonely, only, sadly, slowly, softly
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Learn to read with confidence

The Bookbot app and its carefully designed decodable books help children
practise the sounds and words they are learning, building strong phonics and
reading skills one step at a time. In the app, children can listen to stories read
aloud, follow highlighted words as they are spoken, and read independently
when they are ready. Together, the decodable books and oral reading support
help develop accuracy, fluency, confidence and a love of reading. Learn more at
www.bookbotkids.com.
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