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Jill asked her friends if !

they had ever been to ;
the Nether. 'I've been :
lots of times. It's the
only place to find e
ancient debris if you '
» Want to make Netherite,’ I
‘5 the mage replied. 'l
‘3 could certainly do with :
| some of that to make a :
s pickaxe,” said Jill. !
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' The mage thought a

moment. 'l could make us a

portal nearby if you want

to go there. It's not too

hard. | would need some

Il obsidion though!
a5

'I could source that! Dr Can

Do piped in excitedly. 'l've

wanted to study the fire

walking creatures in that

place since | was young.




'They are called Striders,
the mage explained. '"You
can ride them on the

surface of lava!

Jill looked horrified. 'l
hate lava. | can't imagine

riding across it

You won't like the
Nether then, warned the

mage.
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There was silence for
a moment as each of
them was lost in
thought. 'l am sure |
could make a machine
to create bridges
across the lava, said
Dr Can Do. Jill smiled.
'l bet you could, she

sqid.
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They made a plan to |

gather the obsidian the "
next day. f
It filled the mage with :
excitement to have 'l
friends to go on .'
adventures with. ll

i

He could hardly wait,
since this was going to

be an exceptional journey. |




The next evening, they met

again to share their progress.

"The doctor showed me how
to pour water onto the lava
and dig out the obsidian,” Jill

reported.

'And I've already placed the
frame,’ said the doctor. |
heard that portals are noisy
things, so | built it a little

way from the village!




The mage didn't sleep well
that night. He was so
excited about their
adventure, even though
he'd been to the Nether
before. This would be his
first time going with

friends.

And you never could tell
what you would be walking

into with a new portal.
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He was ready as soon
as the sun rose. He met
his friends in the cave,
where a nice, tall,
obsidian rectangle stood
waiting. 'Ok then, here
we go,’ he said, and
recited a fire spell to
wake the portal. One by
one, they stepped
through to The Nether.
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Into the Nether!

Jill needs ancient debris to craft a shiny new pickaxe - but the only place to find it
is the Nether, a fiery world full of lava and strange fire-walking creatures! Can the
Mage really build a portal to take them there? Would you dare ride a Strider
across bubbling lava, or would you build a bridge instead? What waits on the
other side? This decodable reader practices the soft ¢ sound in words like
'certainly,’ 'place,’ 'since,’ and 'recited!’
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Reading Skills: | Softc

certainly, exceptional, excited, excitedly, excitement, nice, place, placed,
recited, silence, since, source, surface

Learn to read with confidence

The Bookbot app and its carefully designed decodable books help children
practise the sounds and words they are learning, building strong phonics and
reading skills one step at a time. In the app, children can listen to stories read
aloud, follow highlighted words as they are spoken, and read independently
when they are ready. Together, the decodable books and oral reading support
help develop accuracy, fluency, confidence and a love of reading. Learn more at
www.bookbotkids.com.
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